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The Deus Ex Machina Cycle

Chamber music cycle for voices and harpsichord ensemble, including instrumentals
for flute, viola d’amore, cello and two harpsichords

Lyrics by Elodie Lauten with lyrics by Melody Sumner Carnahan, Steven

Hall, Carl Karas, Rilke, Verlaine, Pascal, Tom Savage, and the composer.
Languages: English, French, Italian, German, Latin

Composed: 1995-97, revised 2006, additional material 2009

PRODUCTIONS AND RELEASES

Commission and Workshop production, Soho Baroque Opera, 1996

Premiere (Part I): Interpretations Series at Merkin Hall, 1997

Premiere (Part 1): WNYC Live at Merkin Hall, 1998

2 Premieres with The Queen’s Chamber Band, 2011

Double CD set, 4-Tay, 1999

The Architect (countertenor version) included in “Haprsichord Alive” (Capstone)

The cycle is a collective consciousness opera about how human beings progress
through the experience of painful emotions to eventually transcend them, reaching the
sacred realm of the spirit to find happiness and peace there. The use of multiple
languages, broken English and a syllabic language made of cross-cultural phonemes
reflects the universal character of the piece. The protagonist of the cycle is the
collective soul, expressed in the soprano roles of Experience/Emotion and
Empress/Nun symbolizing human creativity and hope. The textural character of the
piece and several instrumental interludes allow a focus on choreography as in a
French-style opera-ballet.

Part I, Agartha or the Realm of Emotion and Experience, refers to Agartha, mythical
kingdom of the Gods, a secret city symbolizing our innermost feelings. The overture is
up tempo and bright-sounding, like an awakening. The Living Temple references
loneliness and longing. It is vocalized in a primitive language of sounds from the
subconscious. Answer is about passion, and the mental confusion that often
accompanies strong feelings; Elegy relates to the experience of loss through death,
as expressed by Rilke, in the original German; Fear is about the pain and anguish of
dreading the future; Verlaine Variations is about melancholy, the romantic-era emotion
of choice, as expressed in Clair de Lune by Paul Verlaine, in the original French.

Part Il, subtitled Akasha or the Realm of the Unknowable (Akasha meaning the fifth
element of spirit, besides water, earth, fire and air), the soul has gone beyond the
material world, and the general mood is brighter. While the harpsichord prelude is a
déja vu of a different time, The Alchemist expresses gratitude for the ability to
transform ordinary lead into gold, a metaphor for the ascension of the soul towards
higher realms. The Two Infinites, adapted from Pascal’'s meditation on The Two
Infinities, is a reflection on how the human being stands as the middle way between
the atom and the cosmos. The Architect expresses the feeling of being in the world,
embracing it. Buddha in the Sunlight is about the state of grace, how simple things
can be experienced as their everlasting essence. The Empress is about fulfillment in
mutual acceptance. The Exotic World of Speed and Beauty is a celebration of the
weightlessness of levitation, expressing the ultimate freedom of the spirit.

Book 3 contains additional versions for countertenor, piano and voice, additional
material for 2 harpsichords, countertenor (Proem with lyrics by Tom Savage)
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Music: Elodie Lauten

Lyrics: Rainer Maria Rilke (Duino Elegy 4)
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The Young Thunder

For Viola d'’Amore and Cello

Composer: Elodie Lauten
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Elodie Lauten (words and music)

play rhythms very accurately, no rubato

with intensity
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Verlaine

Music: Elodie Lauten
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