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STRANGE ATTRACTORS (2005) for chamber orchestra
C score and transposed score
Intrumentation:

Flute (1)

Oboe (1)

Clarinet in Bb (1)

Bass Clarinet (1)

Bassoon (1)

Horn in F (1)

Trumpet in C (2)

Trombone (1)

Percussion: (2, Metals & Woods)
Piano

Violin |

Violin 11

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Program Notes

Strange Attractors for orchestra addresses the interplay between chaos and order. | became interested
in chaos theory as the ultimate philosophy for our time, fraught with disasters, wars, and many social
and cultural inequities. To accept chaos as a 'strange’ form order unto itself is one

way to survive it.

Scientists look at a chaotic dynamic system - much in keeping with what weare experiencing in real
life - as a 'holistic harmony', in which all the factors affect one another in an unpredictable manner. In
meteorology this phenomenon is known as the 'butterfly effect’: something as minute as the wind
produced by the wings of a butterfly can trigger incredibly disproportionate changes in weather
patterns. This hypothetical butterfly is an example of a 'strange attractor', or factor of turbulence.

The structure of the piece is that of an orderly chaos where multiple, contrasting themes are
constantly interrupted and reconnected without being allowed to expand. There are frequent changes
of key signature, time signatures, dynamics and harmonic structure. The themes themselves are tonal
and evocative of familiar classical and jazz harmonies, while the

general structure of the piece is not formulaeic.

Strange Attractors was premiered at SUNY -Fredonia with conductor David Rudge on 11/30/05.

Studio 21, 268 East Broadway, A-1102, New York, NY, 10002
Tel: 212-388-0202 Email: elodie@mail232.pair.com www.elodielauten.net
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